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Beyond Our $1M Milestone

FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Celebrating Our 15th Year of Supporting Academic Hopes and Dreams

Enthusiasm & Hope Mark FCC Annual Meeting
Are problems of the world overwhelming you? Are you frustrated with the continuing health crisis? Do
you wonder when and if we will ever return to normal? Well, we may have found the perfect antidote
for these doldrums: the FCC Annual Meeting. Our most recent one — held Saturday, April 23rd —
was a wonderful oasis of hope. Members gathered, via Zoom, to review the past year’s activities,
receive updates and hear FCC 2022-23 Awards announced. FCC Chair JoAnn Donovan welcomed
us all, and Candance Hurd Taylor’s opening prayer reminded us how God is called by different names
by different Dear Neighbors but works the same wonders in and for us all.
Fontbonne President Dr. Nancy Blattner gave an exciting, hope-filled report, beginning with results of
the Regional Accreditation Commission’s site visit to Fontbonne’s new Nursing Program and to
Fontbonne’s Speech-Language Pathology Program (SLPP) on the Avila University campus in Kansas
City. These visits were so successful that each program received commendations from the Higher
Learning Commission. Fontbonne’s SLPP continues to expand and will open two additional sites —
at St. Catherine’s University in St. Paul, MN and at Regis College in Boston (both CSJ sponsored).
Our family grows and FCC funding is playing a vital role.
Sale of the West Campus provided the opportunity for long-overdue roof and boiler repairs and for
upgrades to restrooms at Fontbonne’s St. Joseph Hall. To add to the fun, the current Student Affairs
Office is being transformed into a relocated and renovated Fitness Center! (con’t pg 2)
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Dr. Blattner’s most exciting message was to highlight numerous events planned by the Fontbonne
Centennial Committee for 2023, as the Sisters of St. Joseph celebrate 100 years at Fontbonne.
(Click here for a detailed list). Save the Dates!!
FCC’s Membership Committee set the ambitious FCC
member goal of “100 by 100”. Committee Co-Chair Lucy
Hahn reported this year’s addition of six new FCC members.
A video was shown, capturing the mission and spirit of FCC.
“100 by 100” can only be reached if every FCC member
plays her part. You are encouraged to don your “Sales Hat”
and invite friends/fellow graduates to view the video (https://
youtu.be/3eYh_XyrBaU) and learn how FCC members do so
much with their annual $1000 membership (which can be
made in installments). Since 2008, FCC members have
funded 217 projects, giving away more than $1.2M. Now
where else could you get such bang for your buck and make
such remarkable contributions? The Sisters of St. Joseph
motto “Together We Are More” is surely lived and confirmed
by our FCC efforts.
Following these exciting reports -- Drum Roll Please -- the Awards Committee announced the
15 proposals that members selected to fund this year, awarding a total of $90,591. A toast was
offered by Sr. Rita Marie Schmitz, praising God and His grace bestowed on FCC’s work. Our
awardees were notified by email and will attend a Fall gathering to better explain to us their
dreams and the difference FCC is making. [Click here] for the full listing of these awards.
AND at the meeting’s end, we were delighted to learn of yet another exciting awardee:

One More Drum Roll Please…
FONTBONNE’S FOUNDING SPIRIT AWARD 2022

WENDI VALENTI
OUR BELOVED FCC LIAISON
Given for living the mission of Fontbonne and
honoring the values and heritage of the Sisters of St. Joseph

Cheers for Wendi - FCC loves you!!!

FCC PRAYER CONNECTION
Are you or a loved one in need of special prayers? Simply make a request.
Or, do you wish to pray for fellow members in need of prayer?
Join the FCC Prayer Connection.
Your only commitment is to respond in prayer as requests arise.
Click HERE to make a specific prayer request and/or
HERE to become a praying member.
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This Year’s Roundtables - More Valued Than Ever!
This year there was a total of 23 proposals, virtually all worthwhile. Yet the total dollars requested was more than twice what
was available. So, being an informed voter was vital. Many FCC
members commented that there was never a more important year
for them to attend at least one roundtable.
Much valuable information was shared at the four meetings — all
offered in a factual manner. Fontbonne President Nancy Blattner,
an FCC member, was able to explain the background and impact
of several requests. FCC members who are faculty helped us
better understand many proposals and shared their views of
priorities about seemingly similar proposals. And FCC members
on the University staff were able to explain more clearly how/why
certain proposals, if funded, would make a major difference in
service to our students, alums, parents and friends. Take, for
example, the request made by a student for a modest sum to
upgrade the Visitor Parking signage. At first glance, some
considered signage not that important. Then others described the
impact this could make on visitors including potential students,
and staff described the difficulty associated with the current
“orange cone” approach.
Several FCC members attended many or all roundtables and were able to share learned information with
subsequent participants. And, for those who could not make any of the discussions, there was also the
option of reviewing recordings of two roundtable sessions. One member remarked that the video was so
engaging, she even found herself talking to the computer, as if she were a participant!
Roundtable participants commented how rewarding it was to be reminded of what a difference our
support makes and how many faculty/staff/student dreams we make come true. Often we could not have
imagined where a funded proposal would go. Who could have envisioned the first funding for the Bosnian
Memory Project would allow the concept to grow and lead to the Center for Bosnian Studies (see article
on page 4) on Fontbonne’s campus?
Several members mentioned that they count on the roundtables to help them determine their priorities.
With so many proposals to rank this year, they described these discussions as the most worthwhile
roundtables ever. And, even though it was a virtual event, it was great to see other members and catch
up with them. Everyone agreed it was time very well spent!
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Center for Bosnian Studies Dedication
Touches FCC Hearts
Upon entering Fontbonne’s Jack C. Taylor Library early in
the evening of March 1, 2022, one’s senses were greeted
by the sound of Bosnian accordion music, the aroma of
Bosnian pitas and desserts, and the bouquet of Bosnian
wine. Appropriately held on the 30th anniversary of Bosnia
and Herzegovina’s Independence Day, the official opening
and dedication of the Center for Bosnian Studies offered a
vibrant cultural experience and celebration.
The FCC has been a major continuing player in events
contributing to the history of the Center, and several FCC
members attended to help celebrate. In 2008 (FCC’s first
award year), one of our awards was made to Dr. Ben
Moore when his Bosnia Memory Project was in its infancy.
Subsequent awards in 2009 and 2012 allowed Dr. Moore to expand his project, as well as to create
a Speaker Series promoting the Bosnian history. The Center is an excellent example of the ripple
effect that FCC awards aspire to develop.
The project began in 2006 when Fontbonne faculty members Dr. Jack Luzkow and Dr. Ben Moore
collaborated to develop a new honors seminar about the Bosnian war and genocide. Their vision
involved a different teaching method: students would learn about the global tragedy firsthand, from
survivors. With the help of leaders in the local Bosnian community, students and faculty researched
war and genocide by collecting letters and photographs, obtaining copies of official documents, and
conducting video-recorded interviews with survivors and their families.

A resulting multimedia exhibit “Prijedor: Lives from the Bosnian Genocide” garnered substantial local,
national and international media attention and laid the foundation for the Bosnia Memory Project at
Fontbonne. In the years following, it expanded far beyond initial expectations, raising awareness about
the culture and experiences of Bosnians through guest lectures, film screenings, musical performances,
and history and language courses. The Project was awarded a $100,000 matching grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in 2016 and was renamed the Center for Bosnian
Studies in the autumn of 2020.
St. Louis has the largest Bosnian
community outside of BosniaHerzegovina, with nearly 70,000
members, virtually all of whom
immigrated as refugees. The
Center seeks to be a permanent
presence in St. Louis and the
world, in order to preserve its
collections and resources for
future generations — with the
larger purpose of countering hate,
promoting diversity and inclusion,
and preventing future genocides.
In retrospect, the dedication of
this Center is very timely, due to
the atrocities currently being
perpetrated in Ukraine by Russia.
(con’t pg 5)
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The Dedication Ceremony included several speakers:
Dr. Ben Moore,
Senior Researcher – Center for Bosnian Studies
Dr. Adna Karamehic-Oates,
Director – Center for Bosnian Studies
Marsha Benney,
Chief Financial Officer – Midwest BankCentre
Nedim Ramic (not pictured),
Founder – Bajric & Ramic LLC

Midwest BankCentre has been a major supporter and
lead sponsor of this significant preservation effort.
Marsha Benney is not only the Chief Financial Officer,
but is also on the Fontbonne Board of Trustees and is one of the newer members of the FCC.
For more information, visit the following website: griffinshare.fontbonne.edu/bosnia
A video is also available at: https://bit.ly/3vqWbbP

Janice McGowan Crowe ‘74 and ‘99
Returning To Fontbonne Again — This Time for FCC!
Jan Crowe loved her years at Fontbonne, made some of her best
friends among her fellow dorm students, and felt very much at
home there. It was just the right size for her, having come from a
big high school where it was easy to get lost in the crowd. Jan
grew up in Park Ridge, IL, and Powers Lake, WI, one of eight
children. Two of her sisters are hearing impaired, and Jan
graduated from Fontbonne in 1974 with a B.A. in Deaf Education
and Elementary Education. She returned to Fontbonne for an
M.A. in Mild to Moderate Cross Categorical Disabilities in 1999.
Jan worked at St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf for 30 years, at
City Academy for another 10 years, and she did private tutoring
in between those jobs. A much beloved teacher, Jan often
worked with children with learning disabilities.
She and her husband, Tim, raised 3 children — Jeff, Kelly and
Richie. Following Tim’s death in 2011, Jan has found great
solace in her 7 grandchildren. She shares her hobbies of reading
and doing crafts with them, and has a real love of Americana.
Jan has joined FCC because she is finally at a time in her life when she is able to give back to
Fontbonne. She has listened to Mary Lee Walter’s stories of FCC funded projects for several years
now, and wants to be part of the action. We warmly welcome her to the group.
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Message from the Chair
We had a great turnout for the
FCC Annual Meeting on April
23rd. It was wonderful to see
so many of you there to review
our activities of the past year,
get an update on our
Centennial Membership
Campaign and, of course,
celebrate the announcement of
this year’s awards. We were
pleased to have Dr. Nancy
Blattner, as well as several guests and prospective
members, with us at the meeting.
During this year’s voting process, the member
roundtable discussions proved to be most helpful,
as noted on page 3. I certainly agree that these
discussions are an invaluable resource for
members. I’m glad that so many of you were able
to attend.
In March, we saw the official opening of the Center
for Bosnian Studies. Beginning in 2008, FCC
members recognized the value of the fledgling
Bosnian project and provided early and ongoing
funding. Today, we are gratified to see how these
and other FCC awards have had a ripple effect
well into the future.
Welcome to new member, Jan Crowe — a
delightful addition to our ranks during this exciting
time leading up to Fontbonne’s Centennial in
2023. The FCC Centennial Membership Campaign
acknowledges this milestone by setting the goal of
100 members by next year — only possible if each
of us does her best to invite new members. So
please commit to sharing FCC with someone you
know. And remember that sponsorships for new
members are available.
As always, consider forwarding this newsletter to
friends who may be interested to learn how FCC
membership helps us stay connected to
Fontbonne — as we support hopes and dreams!
Warm regards to all,

JoAnn
JoAnn Donovan, FCC Chair

Coming Events
May, 2022
5/11 - EAC Meeting, 8:45-10:00 am
5/13 - Golden Arcade Reception 5:30 - 7:00 pm
5/13 - Outdoor Kickoff Summer Concert 7 - 10:00pm
5/14 - Tea & Tours, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
June, 2022
6/8 - EAC Meeting, 8:45-10:00 am
July, 2022
TBD - EAC Transition Meeting
August, 2022
TBD - All Member Planning Meeting
Watch for email notifications about additional summer
events being planned. Times and dates have not yet
been set.
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OFFICERS
Chair: JoAnn Donovan
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